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A Romance of the American Army
g Fighting on the Battlefields of France By VICTOR ROUSSEAU ;
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CHAPTER XVIl—Continued.
— D

*Be silent, sir! Genllemen,” he eon-
Anued, addressing Mark and the Colo-
nel, “youn sare interested In knowing
what hnppened to this man Eampton,
He could not rid himself of the bellef
that Justice, though slow, s ‘pretty
pure. He had falth in God. Unfortuo-
nately he had less faith In himself, Am |
I wronging you, Hampton?" he eon-
tinued, addressing Hartley,

“No, sir,” muttered the man on the
stretcher, feebly. |
“He wishes me to tell the whole
story. He went to Cubs and flung In
his lot with the rebels.
disgusted with thely means and meth-
ols, obtulned a pardon from General
Weyier, and took up his residence in |
Rantlago. The outbreak of the war
surprised him there. He knew that |
Santingo would fall, and he had been
warned that he wonld recelve short

shrift at the hands of our people.
“Ho longed for denth, but he had two

things that kept allve the desive for
Ufe. One was his child, the other the
desire for vindiention, which had bhe
come & monomania, e tried to esenpe

Into the jungle, He that It was

hopeless.

Raw

“He wag hiding In a little hnt when
he heard footsteps. An American =ol-
dier, who had strayed from his |‘|l',:‘.-|
pany, was coming into the clearing At
that moment o steay bullet caught him
in the head, kllling him Instantly,
Hampton saw hig chance, He took off
the dead man’s elothing and put it on; |
he dressed the body In his own., He
knew that by this means he could poss |
through the lines in the guise of a
wountded maon, until he had a8 chanee to |
get rid of his vniform in the cabin ufl
some Cuoban, who would be only too
well pleased to glve him some rags in
exchange for It. And, leaving his
maoney and papers on the dead man, he
knew that he left his identity behind,
for the bullet had destroyed the fea-
tures, ’

“There was the ehild—but Mampton
knvew that
ther,
receive

he could take her no fur
With the Amerleans she would |
food—which he
shelter und protection, Afterwnrd he |
would regoin Rer, He Jurked in l]l!‘|]
bushes until he saw Capinin Walines
appear, watebed him, trasted hlm, and |
went awny.

“He learned of the ehifld's adoption,
and for years he haunted her home,
her school, all places that were her
| her, ever re-
dtlon that, till his
he had no right to
fention had be-
manin,

“Now, gentlmnen, 1 have little time
to spare, but I must carry thls story

Iind not—and

lenee, ever 1K

res

strained by the ren
natme was clenred
hog. JYlie

coxe, ns 1 «ald, a mon

iden of vin

to the end, T sald that he hnd less
fofth In himself thun he had in God.
Onee, for three years, Hampton lost
his chlied, 8he had gone to San Fran-
clsco, In his despale e went to Wash-

“You Are Under Arrest”

[ngton, he sought out Hildn Morshelim
who was stlll plying her trade, and
hogeed, as he had never begged any-
one, that she would vindicate his
name."”

There was & stillness as of utter
denth Inside the littlo cave,

“She saw In him one of those useful
aples such as her organization used,
broken men with lasido knowledge of
conditions. Bhe used him, held out
promises, broke them; in his despalr
he mnde himeelf a slave to her and—
and her confederate, forgeiting his
manhood and what he had been. Time
and again they broke falth with him.
He had just realized that he had noth-
tng to hope for from them when Cnp-
taln Wallace appenred on the scene.”

“Yes, he was a rotten dog, #ir,” sald
Kellerman, with the ghost of a smile.
“In Is on such evidence that you pre

He became | W

vume—1"

(Copyright, by W. G. Chapmuan.)

“No, sir, It 18 pot!™ thundered the
Genernl, *It I% on the evidence of the
woimnnn Hilda Morshelm, alins Kenson,
secured by Hampton under clreum-
stunces which—-"

Kellerman uttered a low ery; he was
trembling now, anod all his bravado
secined to hive oozed nway.

“This woman, strangely enough,
lovedd her confedernte,” went on the
Goneral remorselessly, Oxing his eyes
full on Kellermun's now, while Keller-
man blinked lke n bat In daylight, and
turned his hend weikly from side to
side, a8 If under the Intolerable glare
of n searchlight. “Her clulms on him
wre strong enough, God knows! She
wanted him to marry her, to take her
awny from the old scenes that they
might have a chanee to redeem thelr
wretehed lives together, He had prom-
Ised her that so many times—and the
worst of women Is gs wax in the hands
of the mun she loves,

“But he had @ecome Infatunted with
noother, whith o girl as moch above him
ns—"

With a ery that seemed hardly hu-

man Colonel Tloward sprang toward

Koellerman, his tingers twitching ns I |
he songht to fasten them ubout his
throat, Mark canught him and held him,

while the old man swaved to und {ro,
his outstretched arm extended toward
KRellerman as IF Inbnpreeation,

Eleanor, at Hurtley's side, did oot
wk toward them,

4ven

“This woman, Morshelm—IKenson—
whatever yon cull her, eame to France,
upon receipt of o message which had
cut her to the heart, shown her the
hopelessness of her dreams, and tought
her that the one mun fo whom she had
belleved was worthless clay,. To do
her justive, let us suppose that, even
in her worst acts, she had been sus

| tnined by a sense of duty to her coun-

try.

“She met her confederate In nn Inn
at a villuge not far distaot. Frantle
ot her appearsnce, he Indoeed her to
let him drive her through the
lines, and on the woy renewed his lyvlog
promiges, This time she doubted him.

“Two men had overheard thelr con-
versaidon, One was Captaln Wallace,
\ the pualr had broken ns they
broke poor Humpten, Him the tealtor

back

viiom

| hnd seen, and be devised a scheme to

cond bim to the trenches and contrive
to have him gent on o false and fatpl
ey With that point 1 shall not
now defl, The other man was Hamp-
ton, who had enlsted under an allus,
in the belief that he would olitain a
clue thnt would unmeaxk the tridltor. He
contrlved to go bnek through the lines,
found the woman, und somehow—pey
I's wonderful merey—gh
esslon—which 1

hans hy G
ned hoer sipnad
have here, in full 1™

e wheeled upon Kellorman, “Ma-
for Kellermuan,™ he said in a deep voler

that vibrated snlmost with pity, so |
charged with lgniflcances  that  Its
meaning could not escapoe elthor IT:-\.r.u:
nrd or Mark, “you are under arrest. |

You wHl go towsrd sour quarters, first

removing your belt nod armes,

Kellermun =aluted wenk!y nnd gtmm-
bl out of the cave, The Geneiral
looked at Mark.

“The soldier Weston reccives o free

nd full purdon for hls valor o the

| fivid this day” he =ald, “He Is nlso
digehurged honorably fromg thi viee
of the United States govermmument,”

Mark looked at the gouners! In ns
tonishment; this was the last thlng

that he desired.

The General approached and clopped
him on the shoulder. *“Cuaptnin Wal
lnce” he sald, “your written resignn-
tlon from the United States srmy etin-
not he socepted, owlng to the sinte of
Alter the war It will recelve con-
siderntion. In the meantime you will
resume your dutles on the hendgua=-
ters stnfl."

Tenrs rughed to Mark's eves, He
tried to spenk, he wns consclous that
the General and Howard were shaking
him by the bhand: and then a quiek
glanee from Eleanor drew him to where
she kneeled by Hartley.

A single look showed him that the
man was dying.

Muark kneeled on one gide of him,
with Elennor facipg him over the
streteher. The bearers, who had fallen
biiek, stood still as imnges behind., And
behind them Mark had the dim con-
sclonsness In the background of his
mind of Kellerman, broken as he had
brokon 8o muny, and fumbling, always
funibling, now with his tunic, now

wnr.

with the belt that he was trying to

detach with shoking fOngers,

“Hartley " whispered Mark, hold-
ing the dylng mun's hand ta his. “That
wns you today—] missed vou, but I
believed in you, You saved me.”

There was a fluttering pressure of
Mark's band lo turn. Hampton was
spenking ; he was agking for the Colo-
nel,

“I am hers, Hampton,” =aid Colonel
Howard In a choked volce, as he
leaned over him,

“You belleve in me now, slr?" mut-

“S8he forgives you, Howard"” sald
Huampton, spesking now with such sol-
cnmity that his words seemed to his
listeners to be insplred, “There's—only
—one thing—1 want, Howard, old
man,"”

“Yes, my dear boy—yes, Hampton,”

“at my name—back on the mess
s, whlspered Hampton,

Through his teurs Mark was con-
stlons that the Interminable fumbling
outside  the had  ceassd, As
Huampton fell back there came the sud-
den erack of a revolver shot,

The Genernl’s form blocked the en-
teance ns they ralsed thelr heads, Mark
plaeed hig hands ncross Eleganor's eyes
and drew her away,

enve

CHAPTER XVIIL

Perhaps It was beeause they had
seen 20 many horrors during the past
four-and-twenty hours that these
seened all to have fallen awny that
night at staff hepdguarters, There
wis o brief hour of rest after Inter
minable Inhors. the lines had been held
and the gront assnult repelled in con.
fusion ; for that hour every moun seemed
bent upon forgetting the incidents of
winr, tnd semething ke gulety raled
i the messrootu,

All the pist seemed very far away to
Mark Wallnce as he
with Elesanor in the little cottage gar-
den,

“When the auto comes to tnke yon
back to the hospltal I shall feel that
my new life has lost the best part of
Its promise,” sald Mark,

It was a long and extranordinarily
Imaginutive speech for him, and Dhe
atoodd shamefaced after he had suld It
like n boy who has delivered a grown
mnn's aphorisimn,

“Captaln Mark,” sald Eleanor, “you
knew who I was, and you could not—
you ¢ould not have bhelleved my father
innocent, and yet you had falth in me,
You must have suffered when 1 used to
tulk about my dreams of him, and you
hid your suffering nnd your kunowledge

Kt

beenuse of me.

“That was nothing, Eleanor,"

“Captaln Mark,” she whispered, hend
Ing toward him. *“I—I kissed you !n-‘
dny.”

“That wins nothing, Eleanor.”

“Captain Mark ! What do you mean?
How dare .\'-II!“

Murk looked H!ll'rl_}‘ dizconcerted, “1
mean—I mean, Eleapnor, I'm just your
old guatdian—a gort of old friend, yon
know, nnd you were glud 1 had cowme

linck snfe™
“O, Coptain Mork ! sald Eleanor, |
shoking with helpless laughter which

disconeerted him stlll move: amd yet

b thounght her Inshes were wet with

tears, “Coptain Mark, are you really

me say L7

“Suy what, my dear?™

“That it ought to have been you,"

“But you mustn't let that worry you,

Elennor, It's often done in such cnses
1 Just thought you were too old to

kiss. You kuow, I wanted to—"

“O thank you, thonk you”™ =ald Elea-

nor wonrily., *Cuaplain Mark, you deay,

illan of

I sea you
Bo lHaten, 1
» ond have Inved you only, and
¥ but you, ail through my lfe,
from the tlhing 1 got your fArst letters to

i,

£ Lo spare me.

sa il .
PORMHLY

Lh Hr FOu came to see e at the
AMisses Hoarpors' school, and from then
Maork loohed ut her In Inecredulous

» he was no longor capabie of feel

= astondshment, bat 1t all seemed ke
L Jipny o i, unrebable but, while it
lusted, dear beyoid all Imagining.

“The Colonel koew . And—others.
Everybody did bot you. And do you
konow why I have told you whant I've
(‘ten pinched myself to keep from tell-
ing you? Because you loved me with-
out exnetly knowing 1t—"

“But I did kmow |t, my dear.”

“Without exuetly knowing It, and
when you admitted a little bit of It to
yourself you were prompted to commit
those foollsh acts, to be 8o rude to me
and hurt me so much. But a woman Is
never decelved. She nlways knows, I
knew."

“My dear,” sald Mark solemnly, “you
hinve been everything 1o the world to
me since that very first day outslde
Santingo,”

“Of course I have. As you bave been
to me, And that Is why 1 told you, so
that we two should not be unhappy all
our lives. You see, dear Captain Mark,
It lsn't as If you didn’t eare for me, If
1 had eared and you hadn't, I shonld
have hidden my feelings and never let
you dream of them, snd you pever
would have. So I's really you who
have told me all this, and T've just
been Interpreting your thoughts, be-
cnuse nll 1 did Just now was to tel)
you what you wanted to tell me with.
out knowing that you wanted to tell
me what you did want all the time.
Ism't that 80, Captaln Mark?"

“Yes," answered Mark, feellng com-
pletely at sea, but Incapuble of contra-
dicting anything that Eleanor chose to

Bay.

“fen't that so, Mark, dear?

“Of course it 1s," said Mark.

“8o you have actunlly told me tlutl
you care for me, and you want me to
give you my noswer. Is that what you
I-tf'.. -

“Yes, my denr, of course It Is” an-
swered Muagk,

Eleanor looked down thoughtfully.
“Well, I'm not sure,” she sald, in a
meditative munner, “You know, yon
have been terribly, abominably rude to
me so often.”

Mark had a great horror of losing
her. '

"And you've broken your solemn
promise, and you enn't imngine what a
shock that gave moe, becanse 1 Idenlized
you In a childish way, and 1 never
drenmad that you wete enpable of not
keeping your word, Captaln Mark.”

“I, Eleanor? usked Mark in bewll-
derment. “Eleanor, surely 1 never
promised anythlog that 1 didn't Jo."”

“Do you remember that evening 1o
Washington, the evenlng when youn

came to see u4, and we Jdidn't get on
well together at all, at Arst¥"
“And suddenly you bhecnme the 1ttle
girl that I hnd adopted, Elennor,"
“And suddenly you becnme my donar
Well, do you re

Unele Mork aguin!

,1|
A

“l Love You and Have Loved You
Oniy™

member promising me that you would
never gve me up any more, po matter
who might seem to have a better elnln
on me? Do you remember that, Cap
tain Mark—Mark?

“Of course 1 do, dear, but you wers
gpenking of guardians,”

“T, Captaln Mark? Guooardians?' she
nsked, 1 was speaking of "

“Of Colonel Howard and me”

“Of you, dear. Just of you,” nn
swered Eleanor. “8o won't you please
please not make me humble mysoel
agnin, and tnke me loto your arme ar
—ind—kize me?

(TIIE END.)

SURELY SOME CRAP SHOOTEF

Dusky Stevedore in France Was Rap
idly Getting Rich at Expense of
His Comrades.

They nsed to shoot some ecraps iv
stevedaore company No, ——; but they
don't any more. This o8 a conse
quence of a stern company order {8
sued after a prolonged argument witk
the dlee which followed the first pay
day on this side.

There was n game At every oppor
tunity for about a week. nnd ther
cttme n Jull, Simultaneoysly with the
lull the men begun to turn up shy of
npparel and equipment. Investigatior
disclosed that one dusky private witl
a palr of dice that behaved particn
larly well bad made a sensstional
clenn-un.

He had gathered most of the
francs Iin the company In the fArs
three days nod then started on per

sonal effects. At the conclusion of
the series he had nearly enongh
franes to finance a war of his own
and more clothes than the supply |
sergeant, nat to speak of 36 ldentin: |
entlon tngs, seven boxes of OQ
pills, n bottle of ecastor oll, 11 tow-
els, most of the soap In the com-
pany and a packing ease full of other
articles, At the suggestion of the
eaptuin he returned all of the belong.
ings and most of the francs

“Ah learned dat game In de oid
Tenth cavalry,” he excinimed, “and Ah
Just wanted to show dese now soldiers
dat dey dido’t know oufiin® about it~
~—Stars and Stripes,

Selt-8acrifice.
“Has the war made any chango lo
ghT

“1 whould say so!™

“In what respect?™ @

“Spongeleigh saya that In view
the fact that his friends are buying
Liberty bonds and contributing to wat

Graceful Fashions for the Flapper

— ——

To whoever Invented the term “fap-
per” I8 due n vote of thanks from the
younger, growing girls.
rollicking title hos replaced “giris of
the awkward age" which Insinusting
descriptive (itle, often undeserved,
usitd to be applied to the younger gen-
eratlon when It arrived at elght or ten
yoars, and coontinued untll sixteen
wus o thing of the past, A wew or-
der of things has come nbout fn the
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ated by the speeldllsts or by buying
the practical ready-mnde  garments
which are turned out In Incrensing

This rather |

mutter of clothes for the ilapper. It |

e thant her nppoarel does so much for
ier, that awkwnred mny not be men-
tloned In the same day with her. Al
her clothing 18 enrefully deslgned, 1f
she Is too thin, that fact must be art-
fully concenled, and she I8 usunlly n
Hitle thin. Oeccnsionully she 18 too fat,

and, belng corsetless, must be shaped |

up by menns of skillful lines In her
frocks nnd coats,

Clothing the young girl to lonk her
best I8 not the edslest thing In the
world, and styles for her would better
be left to the people who make a spe-
clal study of them. Mothers ean be
relieved of responsibility In the mat-
ter by simply copying the designs cre-

quantities ench year,
A cout and three hats that will mebt
the needs of the fAnpper are pietared

here, The cout Is of a plain-sorfaced |
cloth with belt of the material, and
onbroken, youthful lines It hous n |
cory, round, high collar that covers
the neck and throat completely, and
procilonl slt pockets that provide n

refuge for the hnnds in nipping weath-
er, The pr siitin oeap worn
with It full erown, gnthe
ereil nlong the eenter and mounted on
g narrow band, of fur.

I'he

ettty s0ft

is merely n

two hats shown are of black

velvet, and they are sulted to nearly |

nll faces. That at the right of the
group might chosen for a girl In
her enrly teens, since Its brim Is Ir-
regulare and its erown s draped. For
younger glels the hat at the left has n
world of admirers. It has s bonnet-
Hke brim and a soft crown, of velvet,
with n senrf about it of wide, heavy
ribbon,  The long silk tassel attached

to the crown I8 a well-mannged, dis- |
that hns made ll!'

tingnishing tonch
uppearnnce lately.

Versatile and Original Trotteur |

~—

This has proved to be a season In
which more is required of frocks and
sults than in pre-war times. With the
very good intention of saving wool or
Inbor, clothes huve been created to
answer for different sorts of wear, to
fit In with varying background, and to

| make 1t possible to be well dressed on

a contracted allowance of money. If
one were to try to define the one thing
that distinguishes this season's ap-

'parel from all others It s llkely that

the wearnblencss and adaptabllity of
outer gnrments would be selected as
the outstanding features, The sireet
suit that 18 easlly converted into an
afternoon dress, and the frock that s
quickly adapted to street wear, are
flourishing in the good oplolon of
women,

The effort of designors to make
these two-ln-one gnrnents has result-
e In some original and handsome
street clothes as well as in lovely
frocks that do duty for day and eve
ning wear, Now that the war ia ower
there may be no further need for such
economles, but some of the novel
sireet garments that were Insplred by
them are sure to remaln with us, The
handsome and original “trotteur”
which 1s pictured here Is an example
of fine designing—a “going about™ cos-
tame that will bear comparison with
the best of streot suits, It is graceful

and unusual, with a suggestion of the
Russian blpuse 1o its lines. The easy,
comfortuble bod) Is extended Into a
pointed yoke at the top of the skirt
and has a smart high collar and »
deep cupe at the back, Length of line
I8 emphasized by the row of small
bone buttons down the front from
neck to hemn, which Is not disturbed by
the narrow girdle of cloth, A little
border of fur at the top of the wide
collue 18 a smart toneh that could nots
be spared. The skirt Is ankle length
and might be a very littie longer for a
short figure,

The trotteur I8 as practical ns a
street sult and 18 capable of much In-
dividanllty and distinetion. A hat or
hag, or both, a fur searf and muff, may
tone It up to quita formal dress; It
lends Itsolf to accessories more or less
dressy and is therefore a versatile and
Interesting garment.

ean sometimes be removed
them in milk, However,
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